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have seats on the National Committee; and I         it to be
derogatory to our honor, to our               for self-govern-

ment, to say that ive must accept the                   of a pre-

siding officer by another body; and that our           are

and we dare not -reverse its action.

"Now, one word more.  I trust that the vote will be
by individual members, and not by States.   Let
stand accountable to those whom he represents for Ms vote.
Let no man be able to shelter himself            the           of

his State.   What we say is, tliat one of the               doc-

trines of the American political government is the account-
ability of each man to his people;        let
up here and cast his vote, and then go                          by

what he has done.

" It is now, Mr. Chairman, less than a quarter of a cen-
tury since, in this city, the great Eepublican party for the
first time organized for victory, and nominated
Lincoln, of Illinois, who broke the fetters of the slave
rent them asunder forever. It is a fitting thing for us to
choose to preside over this convention one of the race whose
right to sit within these walls is due to the blood the
treasure so lavishly spent by the founders of the Republi-
can party. And it is but a further vindication of the prin-
ciples for which the Eepublican party so long struggled.
I trust that the Honorable Mr. Lynch will be elected tem-
porary chairman of this convention.?>

The effect of the speech was shown in the result of the
ballot, for Mr. Lynch was elected by a vote of 431 to 382.
The convention asserted its right to reverse the action of
the National Committee, even if by doing so it "violated
precedent"

By the nomination of Mr. Elaine, which followed later,
Eoosevelt was confronted with what in many respects was
the most serious crisis of his career. He had to decide
which of two courses he should choose. He must separate
himself completely from his party and become an absolute
Independent, or stay within his party and support its regu-
larly nominated candidate. The nomination of Mr. Elaine